Tips and Reminders for How to Conduct a Successful Oral History Interview

Directions:
· Review the tips your class discussed for how to be courteous and professional during an interview
· Read following interview situations.  Write in the space provided how you respond in these situations.  Anything can happen during an interview, so it’s best you prepare now!

Situation 1:  Your participant has agreed to participate in your oral history project, but now he or she has voiced second thoughts about being on camera.  You and your partner(s) have brought all of your filming equipment.  What do you say to make them feel at ease and comfortable with the filming process?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Situation 2:  You have begun the interview, but you realize your participant has not answered your question because he or she is already getting off topic. 5 minutes have gone by.  What actions do you take and/or what do you say to get the interview back on track?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Situation 3: Your participant starts to answer questions, but gives only one- word responses or says he or she can’t remember anything about that question (this may happen).  How do you get your participant to open up and how do you redirect the question?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


For Homework:  Now that you have finished reading your memoir and have begun the research process, it is time to start formulating questions to ask your participant.  You will choose the best questions if you are working in a group.  5 questions is a good amount since you do not want to overwhelm your particpant.  Think of stimulating questions that will elicit the most focused response from your participant relating to your topic.  Bring these into class tomorrow for a homework grade.

Remember, you want to ask these types of questions:
· Questions that are not limited to a yes or no response.
· Questions that evoke an emotional response from your participant.  If they are not interested in the questions you ask, they may veer off into other topics.
· Questions that ask participants to incorporate their opinions into their answers.  For example, “What did you think about the government’s response to the Soviet Union’s launch of Sputnik I? Do you agree with their actions?
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